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UNFINISHED FOREIGN BUSINESS 





EVERAL bills and resolutions relating 

to foreign affairs have been killed or 
blocked in the legislative jam which pre- 
ceded the adjournment of Congress this 
week. 

Strenuous efforts on the part of the 
Navy Department to secure the passage 
of the bill authorizing fifteen new cruisers 
and one airplane carrier had apparently 
failed as the Senate approached the final 
hours of the present Session. Opponents 
of the bill, which passed the House last 
March, have prevented any action in the 
Senate, although $200,000 was made avail- 
able in the second deficiency bill for be- 
ginning construction of four destroyer 
leaders and three fleet submarines which 
were authorized in the 1916 naval pro- 
gram, but were never built. On May 26, 
a motion to take up the Naval Construc- 
tion Bill was defeated 44 to 22. 

An effort to secure $150,000 for a new 
survey of the Nicaraguan Canal route, 
supported by Senator Edge of New Jer- 
sey in a resolution looking toward the 
eventual construction of a canal across 
Nicaragua, likewise met with failure when 
the Senate refused to include this item 
in the second deficiency bill passed May 
24, 

Action on the World Court resolution, 
introduced by Senator Gillett, which would 
request the President to reopen negotia- 
tions with the signatories to the World 
Court statute was deferred until next 
December by the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee of the Senate. The vote which was 
taken in executive session was nine to 
eight in favor of deferring the Gillett 
resolution. 

The Foreign Relations Committee has 
not taken any action on the Geneva Slav- 


ery Convention which was transmitted to 
the Senate last Wednesday. Ratification 
will probably be held up until the next 
Session. 


On May 23, Senator Shipstead intro- 
duced a resolution asking the Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations to hold an 
inquiry to determine whether or not, in 
view of the new evidence, the time was 
appropriate to recommend to the Allies 
the annulment of Article 231 of the Treaty 
of Versailles which places responsibility 
on Germany for damage suffered as a re- 
sult of the World War. Senator Ship- 
stead proposes that, should the United 
States not care to make this recommenda- 
tion, it should ask that the question of 
responsibility for the War be submitted 
to a commission of neutrals. No action 
on this resolution was taken. 

W. T.S. 


Local Patriotism 


RANCE is having her troubles in Al- 

sace-Lorraine as the recent trial of 
fifteen ‘‘Autonomists” at Colmar shows. 
Two of the defendants, Dr. Ricklin and M. 
Rosse, were recently elected to the French 
Chamber of Deputies on an autonomy 
platform. Together with two others, these 
men have been sentenced to a year in 
jail plus five years’ exile, while the re- 
maining eleven on trial were acquitted. 


It was charged that the Autonomists 
were plotting to set up an independent 
state and that the Germans were secretly 
financing the movement. The defendants 
stated at the trial that they desired only 
complete autonomy with undisturbed local 
customs, education and administration. 

The Alsace-Lorrainers appear to be a 
real border people, neither French nor 
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German. Their language is distinctly a 
local product, although it sounds, accord- 
ing to some authorities, more like a Ger- 
man than a French patois. According to 
the Autonomists, their sympathies are 
neither French nor German but Alsatian. 
The leaders of the movement have main- 
tained stoutly that they had no wish to 
be rejoined to Germany. In fact, Dr. 
Ricklin was formerly a member of the 
German Reichstag where he agitated 
strenuously even then for the rights of the 
provinces. As one correspondent cabled, 
it comes down to a question of “when is 
an Alsatian a Frenchman and when is he 
not? Can an Alsatian struggle for au- 
tonomy and still be faithful to France?” 

Denying charges of pro-Germanism, 
Dr. Ricklin at the trial said: ‘“‘No one in 
Alsace desires to separate Alsace from 
France. We are French and shall remain 
so.” 

The trial was watched with the closest 
attention in both Germany and France, 
while in Alsace-Lorraine, the defendants 
appeared to have the sympathy of a large 
number of their compatriots. Feeling 
against France has run high for some 
time because many Alsace-Lcrrainers con- 
sider that they have been unfairly treated 
by Paris. French officials, knowing no 
German, were sent to govern the district; 
and they attempted to suppress or modify 
local government, religious and educa- 
tional institutions. Furthermore, the two 
provinces have been divided into three 
regular French departments, a fact which 
has hurt local pride severely. Recently 
three German newspapers were sup- 
pressed by the French Government. 

In the midst of the trial, Poincaré, 
speaking at Strasbourg and Metz, signifi- 
cantly suggested that Germany and 
France regard the provinces as a bridge 
between them. While France would never 
consent to an autonomous régime, he de- 
clared that she had promised to preserve 
the educational and religious customs of 
the provinces and that she would keep her 
promise. 


NUMBER of persons were killed and 

many seriously injured on May 20 by 
escaping phosgene or mustard gas from a 
large chemical factory near Hamburg. 
The significance of this disaster lies in 
two facts. The German Minister of Com- 
merce, Dr. Curtius, was sent to Hamburg 
to make an official investigation of the 
affair and reported that the gas was not 
stored there “for military purposes or on 
behalf of any military authority.”” When 
the accident occurred there was some 
talk of a German violation of the dis- 
armament clauses of the Versailles Treaty, 























but on the whole the French were not ex- 
cited about the affair. The former head 
of the Interallied Military Control Com- 
mission, Henri Miraour of France, issued 
a statement on May 23, accepting the 
German explanation that the Hamburg 
gas was part of a stock which the Com- 
mission authorized to be sold to indus- 
trialists, and not gas which had been 
clandestinely manufactured recently. This 
calm statement is indicative of the prog- 
ress toward Franco-German rapproche- 
ment which has been made during the last 
few years. 

Secondly, the affair is important as 
showing the grave danger to civilian 
populations, inherent in the advance made 
in chemical warfare. It is a horribly 
practical proof of the contention that 
whole cities could be wiped out by means 
of a few poison-gas bombs dropped from 
an airplane. 


HE Consultative Committee of the 

Economic Organization of the League 
of Nations held its first meeting during 
the week of May 15, in Geneva. The pur- 
pose of the Committee ‘is “to follow the 
application of the Economic Conference 
recommendations,” and its chief pre- 
occupation during this session was with 
the lowering of tariff barriers. A memo- 
randum drawn up by the League Secre- 
tariat for the Committee summarizes the 
existing situation as follows: 

“Tariffs actually in force at the present 
date appear to be, on the whole, higher than 
those in force when the Economic Conference 
met in May, 1927. In May, 1927, however, a 
number of new tariffs was in preparation, or 
before the respective Parliaments, which were 
much higher than the tariffs hitherto in force. 
And the tariffs actually adopted are, on the 
whole, considerably lower than the tariffs that 
were then proposed. ... | A number of power- 
fully supported demands for increased tariffs 
made during the year, has been rejected. In 
a number of countries the opposing tendencies 
towards higher or lower tariffs appear to be 
equally matched. In these cases much will 
doubtless depend upon whether it is believed 
that the movement towards lower tariffs in 
the world as a whole is likely to be successful 
or not.” 

The Committee at this session adopted 
six recommendations: (1) urging general 
tariff reduction; (2) recognizing the 
legitimacy of both national and interna- 
tional trusts and cartels; (3) asking 
agreement regarding prices of sugar and 
coal; (4) asking immediate research by 
the League on prices and distribution of 
agricultural products; (5) requesting an 
inquiry as to how far political economy 
affects the issues of peace and war; (6) 
asking for research on the purchasing 
power of gold with the view to stabilizing 
currencies. M. S. W. 
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